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It Happened in Mecklenburg
(At Least According to Some!)

By Dave Provost

Have you ever wondered about the significance of the dates
“May 20™ 1775 and “April 16" 1776" that appear on the North
Carolina State Flag and Great Seal? Each date is meant to recognize
North Carolina’s leadership role in helping to move the original 13
American Colonies toward independence from Great Britain. “May
20™ 1775 is the date ascribed to the adoption of the Mecklenburg
Dedaration of I ndgpendence by community leaders within M ecklenburg
County, NC and “April 16" 1776" is the date on which the 83
delegates to North Carolina’'s Fourth Provincial Congress
unanimously adopted the Halifax Resolves. The latter date is
documented and universally accepted, the former remains in dispute
to the present day. Following is a brief overview of the “M ec-Dec”
asitisoften called and its ties to North Carolina numismatics.

As winter turned to spring in 1775, there was growing unrest
regarding the increasing oppression of the American Colonies by
King George Il and the Parliament of Great Britain. The rising
tensions were in evidence as leaders within Mecklenburg County
came together in Charlotte to discuss their increasingly intolerable
Situation. A committee of approximately 28 men (the exact number
is not known) convened at the Charlotte Courthouse on May 19™ to
discuss and debate their opposition to rule by the British Crown.

It is believed — by some — that the Mecklenburg Committee
developed a document that declared Mecklenburg County’s
independence from Great Britain and that it was read to an
assembled public on May 20, 1775 outsde of the Charlotte
Courthouse. If thisistrue, the citizens of M ecklenburg thus became
the first group of colonists to make such a declaration — more than a
year before July 4, 1776 and the adoption of Thomas Jefferson’s
Declaration of Independence by the American Colonies.

It Happened in Mecklenburg continued on Page 4
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April Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order by David B at

7:35pm. 28 members (including 4 YNs) plus 3 guests
were present.

Club Business

Steve P gave the Treasurer’s Report; noting the flow
of bourse fee checks received from dealers for our
June show. Overall, the club’s finances continue to
be positive.

David B announced that the club had received a
letter of thanks from the Johnston County Schools
System for the club’s donation of Red Books to the
High Schooal libraries.

Dave P gave a brief summary of the “Touring
America Through Coins, Medals and Paper Money”

program he gave at the North Raleigh Regiona
Library during National Coin Week.

Halbert, Jim J and David B discussed the time they
spent at the Cameron Village Library during NCW.
The group manned a display of numismatic literature
and answered visitor's questions.

Paul L provided an update on the upcoming club
show and reported the show’s bourse is on track as
compared to last year. He also noted that volunteers
wee still need for several show tasks and encouraged
members to help out.

David B initiated a discussion of show "branding.”
He stated the importance of having visitors to our
show know that they are attending the Raleigh Coin
Club Show and not a commercial show. In order to
assist with the branding effort, the club voted to
increase the visibility of the club’s name by taking
several actions; 1) Exterior signs directing visitors to
the show will be enhanced to include the club's
name; 2) Table covers with the club’'s name and
“logo” will be purchased for the show’s “Welcome!”
tables; 3) “Raleigh Coin Club” will be added to all
interior signs posted during the show (e.g., the signs
stating “ Emergency Exit Only” on the side and rear
doors of the building; and 4) A sign over the
exit door stating, “ Thank you for visiting the Raleigh
Coin Club Show!” The club approved by vote a
budget of $1,000 for the signage.

Dave P gave an update on publicity activities for the
show. The discussion included a mix of “free” and
“paid for” advertising. In light of the approved
budget for improved show signage, Dave
recommended that an increase in “paid for”
advertising be tabled until 2011.

Meeting Minutes continued on Page 8
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President’s Message

Don’'t be alarmed but our show is next
month!

Paul La is working diligently on getting
contracts into dealer’s hands and deposits into
our bank account. | have not talked with Paul
in about a week but, for the most part, things
are progressing nicely. Since traditionally the
momentum of table sales picks up as we get
nearer to the show date, | look forward to
Paul’ s Show Report at the May meeting.

The subject of my last communication with
Paul was the unfortunate news that Richard of
Richard’s Stamps will not be able to attend our
show this year. Richard is currently battling
colon cancer. I'm sure all the members share
my hope and prayers that he beats this dreaded
disease and is able rejoin us next year. Richard
has been a friend and supporter of the Raleigh
Coin Club and our Show for many, many years.
We will miss him thisyear for sure.

On the club post card mailing, | weeded out
the returns and requests to be removed from our
post card mailing list. Paul Lathen added in the
new names from last year. | then forwarded the
1572 names on to our outsource partner. They
validated the zip codes and street numbers and
were able to reduce the list to 1539. Since the
service chargesin 500 card increments, it would
have cost $180 to mail the extra 39 cards. So,
James G. volunteered to handle the overage so
we stuck to the original budget for a 1500 card
mailing plus $40 for the printing of an extra 100
cards. James is working closely with them to
insure it stays on course so we meet our on time
delivery target.

The table covers are ordered and scheduled
on the production line Monday, May 17. |
should have them within a week to ten days
afterwards. | was hoping to have them in time
for the May meeting to show one off on the
front table but design decision (or indecision on

May Meeting Notice

DATE
18 May 2010
TIME
7:30pm
W HERE
Ridge Road Baptist Church

PROGRAM
“ Coinageand Currency of the Isle of Man”

Noah Clapacs

my part) dowed the process. The first proof
had the image of the Roanoke commemorative
half-dollar obverse at a size of 11 inches in
diameter on the left with “Raleigh Coin Club”
split over two lines and measuring about 18
inches high on the right. It didn't look
balanced, however, so we experimented with
the coin size and took it up to 18 inches in
diameter. Though a great improvement, the
manufacture recommended against this due to
the resolution and could not guarantee the
image quality of the final product.

So, after consulting with trusted friends
inside and outside the club, we compromised
and used the 11 inch image of the coin with 10
inch letters presented all on one line. We went
with a navy blue cloth, antique white letters and
full color image of the coin. | can’t wait to get
them!

Ben and | have exchanged emails on the
additions for the Coin Show signage and are
working on that. Ron T. has a laminating
machine that can handle up to 8-1/2 by 11 so

Continued on Page 7
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It Happened in Mecklenburg (cont)

Continued from Page 1

It is also interesting to note that the text claimed
for the M ec-Dec includes phrases that are either
a duplicate of or very similar in structure to
phrases used by Jefferson in his Declaration.

The problem is, there is little tangible
evidence to support that such a document was
actually created during the Committee's
meetings on May 19" and 20™. No original
Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence document
exists (some say it was lost in afirein 1800) and
no contemporary newspaper accounts of the
Mec-Dec or the alleged public reading of the
document exist. In fact, little notice or
discussion of the alleged M ec-D ec can be found
until 1819.

It was in April of 1819 that the Mecklenburg
Dedaration of Indgpendence became a topic of
national discussion when Joseph M cKnitt
Alexander (son of John McKnitt Alexander
who some assert was the secretary of the
original meeting and thus the custodian of the
Mec-Dec) wrote an article for the Raleigh
Register that recounted the events of 1775 and
allegedly presented the text of the original
document. As no original document was
available, however, the text presented by Joseph
McKnitt Alexander in his article was recreated
from his memory and notes left by hisfather.

The story created a nationwide controversy
as various camps either fell in line to support
Joseph McKnitt’'s account or to vigorously
oppose the document’s validity. Thomas
Jefferson, who some now claimed was guilty of
plagiarism, was one of the document’s
detractors. John Adams, also a central figurein
the American Colonies drive toward
independence, thought the document real.
Adams viewpoint may have been skewed,
however, by his growing resentment over the

imbalance of praise directed toward Jefferson
for the Colonies independence movement
simply because of his authorship of the eloquent
Declaration of Independence To this day,
however, neither camp has been able to present
a definitive case for either viewpoint (though
most historians side with Jefferson).

Personally, | support the school of thought
that the Mec-Dec is actually a case of mistaken
identity. As it turns out, the Mecklenburg
Committee of Safety (a group of local citizens
that would assemble to discuss current issues,
such committees were formed locally
throughout the American Colonies) met in late
May 1775 and produced what has become
known as the MeXlenburg Rexlves  This
document declared null and void all laws
originating from the King and British
Parliament and stated that the Continental
Congress meeting in Philadelphia was the
American Colonies legitimate government.
Though it spoke of independence and self-
government, this document did not include the
phrases found in Jefferson’ s Declaration.

The Resolves, passed on May 31, 1775, were
published in local papers at the time and are
thus — unlike the Mec-Dec -- indisputably “on
therecord.” | believeit is easy to see how faded
memories could blend together the meetings
held in Mecklenburg in May 1775 and that the
Resolves, though a significant statement of
independence in their own right, could be
remembered as a more dramatic and almost
mythical Dedaration of Independence by proud
and loyal North Carolinians looking to stake a
claim for their state as a catalyst for our nation’s
independence movement.

But, what does all of this have to do with
numismatics? Well, over the years, the Mec-
Dec has been celebrated in Charlotte, North
Carolina with speeches, re-enactments, parades
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It Happened in Mecklenburg (cont)

and even visits by US Presidents. The
anniversary has also been commemorated with
avariety of medallic tributes.

In 1875, the US Mint struck silver and
bronze medals to mark the centennial of the
May 20" Mec-Dec date. The bicentennial of
the date was also marked with a set of privately-
struck bronze, pewter, silver and gold medals.

Obverse of 1875 US Mint Mec-Dec Centennial Medal

The US Mint struck 1,005 silver medals on
30mm planchets normally used for half-dollar
coins and 1,000 bronze medals on 30mm
planchets of the same composition as that used
for US cents (95% copper and 5% tin and zinc).
The obverse of the medals features a tree branch
supporting a bee-hive/hornet’'s nest and a
Liberty Cap along with a pair of hands in
handshake. The simple reverse features the
Inscriptions M ECKLENBURG DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE and 20 MAY 20 1775. Both
medals are difficult to find today and, as would
be expected, nice examples command quite a
premium.

The 200" anniversary of the Mec-Dec, was
marked by the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Bicentennial Commission with a set of medals
in various metals that share a common design.
The medals are 39mm in diameter and were
struck in base and precious metals. The bronze

and pewter medals feature an antiqued finish,
while the silver medals are in proof and the gold
in uncirculated. Though struck recently, they
are fairly elusive -- especially the silver and gold
examples.

Reverse of 1875 Mec-Dec Centennial Medal

The obverse of the bicentennial medal
depicts the Charlotte Courthouse in the
background with Captain James Jack starting
his ride to Philadelphia to deliver a copy of the
Mec-Dec to the NC delegates of the Continental
Congress.

Obverse of 1975 Mec-Dec Bicentennial Medal

There' s plenty of information on the internet
about the Mec-D ec — check it out and decide for
yourself if the document is real!

Until next month, Happy Collecting!
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Austrian Mint Launches “Rome on the Danube”
Commemorative Coin Series

For some five centuries, the River Danube
formed an essential part of ancient Rome's
northern border against the barbarian tribes of
Germania. The Austrian Mint’s new three-year,
six-coin slver series called “Rome on the
Danube’ breathes life back into the ruined
remains of the towns and forts that played such
prominent roles in the life of the Roman Empire
in Austria.

The province of Noricum covered about two-
thirds of modern day Austrian territory. It had
been originally a kingdom of Celtic tribes until it
was taken over by the Romans in a peaceful
occupation under the Emperor Augustus in about
15 B.C. Thirty years later, the Emperor Claudius
converted Noricum into a regular Roman
province and established the city of Virunum as
its administrative capital. Military command was
vested not in the governor at Virunum, but rather
in the commander of the legions standing guard
along the River Danube in the north. The
governor was appointed by the emperor in Rome.
His primary responsibility was for finance and
taxation as well as for the administration of
Roman law and order. His capital stood on a
Roman road connecting it to Aquileiain the south
and to Ovilava (Wels) in the north and the Limes
or string of forts and towers guarding the Danube
border.

Virunum was the cultural centre of life in
Noricum with the only great amphitheatre to have
been discovered on Austrian territory. Built on the
classical Roman system of a rectangular grid of
streets with large open forums housing temples
and grand basilicas, Virunum was an unfortified
township like many other such settlements — a
tribute to the Pax Romana (the Roman Peace).
The streets were unpaved, but the city had a
plentiful supply of water feeding public fountains
and a good drainage system with lead piping. On
an artificially built terrace above the city were a
military camp and an elliptically shaped arena for
animal and gladiatorial combat, as well as

military exercises and training or parades.

The lack of walls rendered Virunum
vulnerable to marauding tribes that managed to
cross the Danube and raid the rich Roman
province of Noricum, and in times of weakness
and turmoil the city did fall prey to plundering
barbarians. In the early Christian era, Virunum
had its own bishop and church. Exactly when the
city was abandoned we do not know, but
abandoned it was. Its noble buildings of stone and
marble became quarries for building materials,
until the earth itself decently covered over the
wounds of its ruins, leaving it to modern
archaeologists to re-awaken Roman Virunum
once more from its centuries’ long sleep.

The obverse of the new €20 0.900 fine silver
coin shows a profile portrait of the Emperor
Claudius, who founded Virunum (“Municipium
Claudium Virunum”). In the background one sees
a Roman wagon drawn by a pair of horses. It is
part of a grave stone from Virunum, presently
affixed to the south wall of the church in
neighbouring Maria-Saal. The reverse side
displays an imaginary street scene. A Roman
wagon drives past the portico of a temple. At the
back rise the high walls and roof of a grand
basilica. In the foreground to the left we find a
blacksmith hammering the highly-prized Noric
iron into swords for the Roman legions. The
name at the base of the coin identifies the city as
Virunum.

The new coin is struck in proof quality only
and to maximum mintage of 50,000 worldwide.
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Exhibit!

By Dave Provost

As | discussed in last month’s RCC
Newsletter, | believe one of the best aspects of
our annual show is the wide variety of
numismatic material presented by RCC
members through our Educational Exhibits.

With just over a month to go before our
show, I've only received three Exhibit
Applications. To make our exhibit area a true
success, | hope to have at least six to eight
exhibits presented. So, | need your help to
ensure our exhibit area achieves the level of
success that | know it can.

Any numismatic or philatelic topic is
eligible for display at our show. Whether a
simple, single-case display or a comprehensive
multi-case presentation, your exhibit is welcome
and encouraged!

Exhibit!

Exhibit!

Don't forget, the RCC is fortunate to
include several ANA award-winning exhibitors
within its membership — David B, Dave P and
Halbert C. Each would be happy to answer
guestions about exhibiting and share a few tips.
Please check with them at the May meeting.

Exhibit Applications will be available at our
May meeting, please see me or David B if
you're interested or have any questions before
deciding.

All exhibitors will receive a Catificate of
Award for their efforts. A Peoplés Choice Award
will also be presented to the author of the
exhibit that garners the most votes from show
attendees!

Share your collection! Exhibit at the 2010
RCC Show!

President’s

Continued from Page 3

we are working together to get the exit signage
compl ete.

| would say overall, things are progressing
well. We still need plenty of volunteers for the
show! So, clear your calendars for the weekend
of June 18-20. If you have not already started —
get started on those exhibits (big points!). In
this case, don’t follow your president’s example
and procrastinate to last minute. © Confession
time, | haven't started mine yet. ®

Last but not least, there was a lot of ink in
Coin World about the new 5 ounce bullion
“National Parks Quarters’ and other large coins

Message (cont.)

produced over the years. Many of us who
collect such coins and medals affectionately call
these “hockey pucks.” So, since we did not set
a show-n-tell theme last month | thought what
the heck — bring your largest coin. Not only
will there be the 5 bonus points for bring in a
theme related item, but there will also be 10
bonus points for the largest coin or medal.

Promote the hobby and the club — recruit a
new member —there’ s pointsiniit.

See ya Thursday at the meeting — until then,
take care.

David W. Boitnott, President
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