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What Does it Cost to Have a  
Chance at the Rarities?  

By Dave Provost   

I’ve been a fan and collector of Canadian commemorative silver 
dollars for years.  The first American Numismatic Association 
exhibit I ever mounted, in fact, was a display of my Canadian 
commemorative dollar collection – it won “First Place” in the 
Canadian Numismatics category along with “Best Exhibit By a First-
time Exhibitor.”  I’ve also enjoyed collecting the various one ounce 
silver Maple Leaf coins that the Royal Canadian Mint (RCM) has 
issued over the past 20+ years.     

The RCM almost always puts out a terrific product – interesting 
themes, nice designs, outstanding quality and customer service that I 
have yet had a need to complain about.  I look forward to adding to 
my collection each year and regularly check the RCM website for 
new releases of interest.     

It is typically not a problem to secure an example or two of each 
year’s regular issue silver dollar commemorative coin as they appear 
to be struck in sufficient quantity to meet collector demand.  Some 
years, however, the RCM releases a second “Special Edition” silver 
dollar commemorative in a much more limited quantity and 
collectors who do not act fast find themselves on the outside looking 
in as a “Sold Out” notice soon appears on the RCM website.   

Such has been the case with two issues of interest to me over the 
past four months.  I have been fortunate to acquire each issue for my 
collection – but just barely!     

The first issue was the 2010 silver “Sun Dollar” that was issued 
late last year as part of the RCM’s ongoing series of commemoratives 
for the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympic Games.  The reverse of the 
proof  coin  features  a depiction of the sun that is based on legends of
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January Meeting Minutes  

The meeting was called to order by David B at 
7:33pm.  David welcomed one guest (Kirk) and 
welcomed back former member Ken G.  A total of 23 
members were in attendance.  

Club Business

   

The Red Books we purchased have been delivered to 
the Wake County High Schools; a total of 22 were 
provided for school libraries – Thanks Halbert C! 

 

Club show dates finalized: 19-20 June 2010. 

 

Dave P was recognized as 2009 RCC Numismatist of 
the Year with 410 points.  Roger B and Halbert C 
were also recognized for their strong showing. 

 

Multiple topics regarding the annual show were 
discussed. Paul La will continue to serve as Bourse 
Chair; he enlisted Jim J to assist. 

 

Potential RCC activities for National Coin Week 

 

were introduced – plans to be finalized in February.  

Show-and-Tell

   

Paul La discussed his trip to the FUN Show and 
recommended it, along with the NY International 
Show (ancients and world coins), to everyone in 
attendance. 

 

Halbert C discussed a recent Baldwin’s auction and 
his attempts to win two specific lots. 

 

Gene F passed around an 1897 Bickford Dollar in 
AU 58 condition. 

 

Paul Li showed an 1892-O Barber Half Dollar. 

 

Dave P presented a set of current circulation Swiss 
coins gathered during a recent business trip. 

 

Bruce S showed an 1880 $20 Legal Tender Note with 
an Alexander Hamilton image. 

 

Roger B shared an 1806 Half Dollar variety -- 
"Broken Shield" – that he won on eBay.  

Show-and-Tell Case

   

Noah C used the monthly S-and-T case to present a 
sample of the world bank notes he has in his 
collection.  

Educational Program

   

Don F presented the evening’s program – “Coins of 
Nova Scotia.”  Don’s program  presented the 
authorized and unauthorized provincial tokens of 
Nova Scotia, as well as its early half-cent and one-
cent official coinage.  Don noted that he is from 
Nova Scotia and added a number of personal 
footnotes to his terrific presentation!  

Our monthly prize drawings followed the program and 
the meeting was adjourned at 9:35pm. 

 

http://www.raleighcoinclub.org
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President’s Message

   
By the time we next meet, February will be half 

over, college basketball will be winding down the 
second half of its conference schedule and 
NASCAR will have run the Daytona 500 kicking off 
another points season.  Speaking of points, the 
Raleigh Coin Club will again award its Numismatist 
of the Year (NOTY) based on points.  As discussed 
in January, there will be some changes to the NOTY 
Points System for 2010.  First and Second place will 
be based on earned points and will pay $250 and 
$100, respectfully.  Third place will be awarded 
based on a drawing of names of all remaining 
members who have accumulated at least 100 points; 
Third place will pay $50.  This means perfect 
attendance and a Show-and-Tell item each month 
will barely qualify – chances are you will have to do 
at least one more thing to support the club.      

The NOTY points awarded for an RCC 
Newsletter article will increase by 10 points to 35 in 
an effort to spur more contributions to our monthly 
publication.  (A complete breakdown of the points is 
listed elsewhere in this issue.)  I’ve also added a new 
points-earning activity -- 5 bonus Show-and-Tell 
points for bringing an item that fits the theme of the 
month.  February’s them is “Love” in honor of 
Valentine’s Day.  I will bring my Charlotte Mint 
half-eagle love token if I can figure out in which of 
my safe places I stashed it!   

I have been a member of the RCC for over 15 
years now (Wow! Time flies!) as well as several 
other coin clubs and organizations.  From my 
perspective, what makes my membership a 
“success” and keeps me coming back and interested 
is a club’s people and its activities.  Trust me, there 
is more than one organization that I have let fall by 
the wayside due to my loss of interest.     

You may believe that your unique interests and 
experiences in the hobby would not be of interest to 
others, but I’d bet that as you begin to share your 
experiences with the rest of the club you will find 
your experiences are not so unique after all.  Many 
opportunities to expand your collection or sell a 
duplicate will come from the networking of your 
interests throughout the membership.  I can think of 
several items (including the aforementioned love 
token) that I would have never had the good fortune 
to acquire without a tip from a fellow club member.  

February Meeting Notice 

DATE 

16 February 2010 

TIME 

7:30pm 

WHERE 

Ridge Road Baptist Church  

PROGRAM 

“RCC Collecting & Interest Profile” 

Jim Jones 

So become more active in the club, it will pay off in 
more ways than just points!   

Last year, as RCC President, I awarded bonus 
points for a member’s exceptional extra effort to 
benefit the club.  The biggest award was for the 
outsourcing of the show post cards that enabled us 
to “get back” our June meeting and our normal 
agenda of show-and-tell and educational program.  
This year I will be a little more liberal in awarding 
points for these types of activities.  For example, 
organizing and working on a special presentation 
such as Jim did with the Mordecai house a couple of 
years back.  One could also give a talk at some other 
organization or coin club as a representative of the 
RCC.  Organizing a return trip to the Reed gold 
mine or similar activity would also be eligible.     

But the best opportunity is National Coin Week 
coming up April 18 – 24.  Remember, this year’s 
theme is “Beautiful Places: Landmarks and 
Mintmarks.”  The idea is to celebrate the many 
landmarks and scenic places that have inspired the 
designs on coins and paper money.  We can begin 
discussing what we can do this month.  Think about 
it and come prepared with your ideas!   

See ya’ at the February meeting!   

Remember, promote the hobby and the club – 
recruit a new member – there’s points in it! 
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Canada’s First Nations communities.  The coin 
was struck in high-relief and only 5,000 were 
minted.  I happened to visit the RCM website 
just as the coin was being released for general 
sales and was able to place my order.  A few 
days later, the issue was “Sold Out.”                   

Reverse of 2010 commemorative silver dollar “The Sun.”   
(Image courtesy of www.mint.ca)   

Within the last couple of weeks, good 
fortune once again smiled in my direction.  I 
checked my home email one night after work 
(something I do not do every night) and found 
an email from the RCM that had arrived just a 
few hours before.  It announced a limited 
edition, gold-enhanced silver Maple Leaf 
collection, also part of the Mint’s Vancouver 
Olympics series.  I followed the link in the 

What Does it Cost? (cont.) 

email, liked what I saw when I was on the 
RCM website and so placed my order.  I went 
to the web site the next day to check my 
account and order status and found that the 
issue of 4,000 sets was already sold out!                 

Reverse of 2010 silver Maple Leaf $5.00 Coin for 
Vancouver Olympics. 

 (Image courtesy of www.mint.ca)   

These quick sell-outs were a minor surprise, 
but then I remembered the RCM’s Master’s Club.  
The Master’s Club is open only to those RCM 
customers who spend $1,000 or more over a 12-
month period.  One of the primary benefits of 
the MC is access to limited edition coins days 
(or longer) in advance of the general public.  
This means that some limited edition coins or 
sets may never be available to the general 
collecting community.   

 

Remember!  We Have A New Meeting Day!

  

The RCC now meets on the THIRD TUESDAY of each 
month!  (We no longer meet on Thursday.) 

http://www.mint.ca
http://www.mint.ca
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Below is a summary of the RCC Points 

System for our Numismatist of the Year award.  
Changes to the system from last year are 
highlighted.  

Activity Points

 

Mount an educational exhibit at our 
annual show 

50 

Give an educational talk at a monthly 
meeting 

25 

Write an original article for the 
monthly newsletter 

35 
(+10)

 

Bring refreshments to the monthly 
meeting (actual cost reimbursed) 

10 

Mount a show-and-tell one-case exhibit 
at our monthly meeting* 

10 

Show up for monthly meeting and sign 
the attendance roster 

5 

Bring an item for show-and-tell 5 

Bring an item for show-and-tell 
related to the month’s theme 

5 
(New)

 

Participate in Friday set up at our 
annual show 

5 

Sign-up and man the front table at our 
show (per hour) 

5 

Sponsor a new RCC member 5 

President’s Points ? 

 

Dues for 2010 are now due!

  

Please see Steve Pladna at 
the January Meeting to renew 

your membership! 

 
I believe this may have happened with the 

special edition set of colorized Vancouver gold 
Maple Leafs.  Only 200 gold sets were struck by 
the RCM and I never saw the set listed on the 
Mint’s website.  I only learned of the set via 
eBay – “Long Live eBay!”  MC members likely 
purchased the entire mintage during their 
preview days.   

I can’t fault the RCM for providing special 
perks to its best customers, nor can I fault them 
for creating very limited edition coins and sets 
with strong collector appeal.  But I can’t help 
but think that by potentially taking away the 
opportunity to acquire limited edition items 
from its less well-heeled collectors, the RCM 
risks alienating some of its most loyal 
customers.     

With today’s precious metals prices, MC 
status can be obtained by purchasing just one or 
two coins if one has the financial resources.  In 
contrast, a dedicated collector who each year 
purchases the annual proof and uncirculated 
sets, a commemorative coin or two (the RCM 
releases LOTS of commemoratives) plus a few 
other coins or sets of interest is likely never to 
reach the MC level.  Are they any less loyal a 
customer?  Don’t all loyal customers deserve 
some level of “special” treatment?  Maybe the 
RCM should re-examine its MC policy and 
redefine what it takes to be considerd one of its 
“most loyal customers.”  I don’t believe loyalty 
should be based simply on dollars spent.  
Consistent, repeat business at any financial level 
should count for something!     

I plan to bring a number of my recent RCM 
purchases to the February meeting for show-
and-tell.  I hope you enjoy having a look at 
them as much as I do!  

Until next month, Happy Collecting! 

What Does it Cost?

 
(cont.)

 
RCC Numismatist of the 

Year Points System 
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2010 Disabled Veterans Commemorat ive 
Silver Dollar t o be Launched in February 

 
The first of two 2010 US commemorative 

silver dollars – the American Veterans Disabled 
for Life Dollar -- will be available from the US 
Mint beginning on 25 February 2010.  

The American Veterans Disabled for Life 
Commemorative Coin Act (Act) was passed by 
Congress and signed into law on 17 July 2008, 
as Public Law 110-277.  The Act authorizes the 
US M int to mint and issue commemorative 
silver dollar coins in proof and uncirculated 
versions to honor our disabled heroes.  A 
surcharge of $10 from the sale of each 2010 
American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver 
Dollar is authorized to be paid to the Disabled 
Veterans' LIFE Memorial Foundation to 
support the construction of the American 
Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., authorized by Congress in 
2000.   

The images on the 2010 American Veterans 
Disabled for Life Silver Dollar capture the 
service of the brave men and women who have 
honored us with their selfless duty to defend our 
country.  These  veterans  often carry permanent

        

Obverse of the 2010 Disabled Veterans Silver Dollar 

life-altering disabilities that serve as strong 
reminders of the price of freedom.   

The obverse features an image of the legs 
and boots of three veterans.  The inscription in 
the banner along the upper rim, THEY STOOD 
UP FOR US, pays tribute to our courageous 
disabled veterans who have survived military 
service injuries for our freedom.  The design is 
the work of United States M int Sculptor-
Engraver Don Everhart.                 

Reverse of the 2010 Disabled Veterans Silver Dollar   

The reverse design depicts a forget-me-not 
flower at the base of a wreath wrapped in a 
ribbon that cradles and supports clusters of oak 
branches.  The oak branches represent strength, 
while the forget-me-not is a widely recognized 
icon that first served as a reminder of those who 
fought and became disabled in World War I.    

The reverse was designed by United States 
M int Artistic Infusion Program Master 
Designer Thomas Cleveland, and was engraved 
by United States M int Sculptor-Engraver 
Joseph Menna.  

(All images courtesy of www.usmint.gov.) 


